RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING

September 12, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by President, Norman Briggs.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Opal Hargis, Ginger Mello, Greg Salas, Earlene Smith, Walter Stewart and Elinor Wells

OTHERS PRESENT:  Sandra Avant, Kern County Employees Retirement Association (KCERA) and Paul Leonard

MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to approve the August 2006 minutes as read, seconded by Opal Hargis and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – David Merritt was not in attendance.  Everyone was reminded of the CRCEA Conference taking place in Sacramento from October 16 – 18, 2006.  Secretary, Ginger Mello, stated that she had received an e-mail from David Merritt stating “pending an affirmative vote by ALL delegates, the following names are placed in nomination for 2007, (Article IV, Section 3) for offices for CRCEA”  President:  H. William (Bill) Kirkwood, Vice President:  William (Bill ) de la Garza, Secretary:  Dorothy Lueking and Treasurer, Diane Sandoval.  It is mandatory that this vote be unanimous since the President and Vice President have already served two terms and the by-laws state that they cannot serve another term unless elected unanimously.  
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (CCAPE) -  Paul Leonard reported that Services Employees International Union (SEIU) will definitely be taking over CCAPE.  Kern County Public Employees Association (KCPEA) owns the insurance company and the building that CCAPE is in.  SEIU can take all the members and all the employees but they can not take the building, insurance agency or the For Profit Corporation.  Paul stated that he had talked to the person who runs the insurance agency about vision and dental insurance and if the premium is good, if she might consider doing a presentation for our members who also belong to CCAPE.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of August there were 36 volunteers who worked 110 hours and assisted 1,068 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since 1992 through August 2006 the volunteers assisted 238,622 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM -1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire, announced that today we would hear from Lyn Beurmann from Kern County Waste Management Department.  President, Norman Briggs, stated that Liberty Mutual would like to run another page in our newsletter and make a presentation to our membership.  It was discussed that since we send the newsletter out to everybody in January that would be a good month for the ad and the presentation to our members.
NEWSLETTER – President, Norman Briggs, announced that there are now 398 on the e-mail list and that we are doing very well with Hall’s Letter Shop.  Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett, stated that she felt that everybody who receives the TREND by snail mail received it before the first of the month.  Norman reported that he has found a good host for our Web Site.  Norman sends one e-mail to the list server in North Carolina and the list server sends the message out to 398 people.     

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – President, Norman Briggs, introduced Sandra Avant as the new employee replacing Wanda Castro.  Norman also asked Sandra if she would be willing to write a small column for the next issue of the TREND regarding KCERA, such as, contacts for retirees  who need help with different issues.

MEMBERSHIP – No Report

2008 CRCEA CONFERENCE COMMITTEE - Secretary, Ginger Mello, reported that the committee had met with Betty McCollum, CRCEA conference chair.  The committee has a few things to iron out but hope to sign the contract with the hotel by the first of the year.  President, Norman Briggs, found information on a Sees Candy fundraiser that is being conducted by Contra Costa County for the 2009 Conference.  Ginger will talk to the committee about this as a fundraiser at our November meeting.  The committee members are David Merritt, Everett Julkowski, Opal Hargis, Greg Salas and Ginger Mello.  

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for August 2006.  Mary Lou stated that our expenses are down because of the savings on printing and postage of the TREND and income is up because we have more members.  MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to approve the Treasurer’s Report for August 2006, seconded by Opal Hargis and CARRIED.  MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to approve the Claims Payable for August 2006, seconded by Ginger Mello and CARRIED.     
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 7 county newsletters, 2 CD maturing notices, 1 Bakersfield Rescue Mission, 1 TREND postage statement of what was used and what is left in the account, 1 Thank You from Hall Letter Shop, 1 TREND returned because of change of address and 2 change of address notices which were already received at KCERA.  
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) - A meeting was held on August 17th and most of the unions are now in negotiations for contracts.  The next meeting will be held in November hosted by Kern County Sheriff Commanders Association and Kern County Prosecutors Association.  

WEB PAGE – Look at Newsletter for Web Page information.
PAC UPDATE – No Report

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS – No Report

NEW BUSINESS:

GENERAL ELECTION INTERVIEW COMMITTEE UPDATE – Cancelled

DISCUSS ELECTION OF PRESIDENT ADVANCING THROUGH THE CHAIRS 

An extensive discussion was held regarding how officers are elected and whether our  Directors are promoted into Officer positions. It was agreed that Jeanne Berkshire would run for President, Earlene Smith for 1st Vice President, Walter Stewart for 2nd Vice President, with Ginger Mello for Secretary and Mary Lou Bennett for Treasurer.  There would also be at least 4 members running for the Directors’ positions.  On the ballot would also be Don Hoffman for President.  Secretary, Ginger Mello, will make up the ballots for the election.  In the future we will need to change our by-laws on how we want to have our elections.  The slate will be announced in October, the election will be held in November with the installation in December. 

UPDATE POLICY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL – Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett, reported that she had retyped the entire manual with information that now pertains to our organization.  Mary Lou sent the new Policy and Procedure Manual to all members on the Board.  The Board made changes as they felt necessary either with additions or deletions from the manual that Mary Lou sent out.  Having completed through Page 9 of the manual and with time running out, we chose to continue until next meeting.  Mary Lou stated that she would make the corrections discussed at this meeting and send out to everybody.  David Merritt e-mailed his comments and changes to Secretary, Ginger Mello.  David commented that we have a policy on our “Special Fund” which he feels needs to be included in the Policy and Procedures Manual and Ginger stated that she would send it to Mary Lou to be included in the Policy and Procedures Manual. 
MOTION by Greg Salas to adjourn the meeting at 11:42 a.m., seconded by Jeanne Berkshire and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
